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Alfonso Gonzales
The life of a migrant contains many dualities—of culture, of nationality, of language. For some children who migrate with their
families, these dualities may escape examination, as the mind of the
child has other preoccupations. But Alfonso Gonzales says that even
as a child he was aware of straddling two cultures and two countries
as he and his family went back and forth between Tijuana, Mexico,
and Southern California. This consciousness about his identity led
him first to Chicano studies, and ultimately to Latin American studies.

Gonzales is an assistant professor at LLILAS and at the Department of Mexican American and Latina/o Studies. He is the author of
Reform Without Justice: Latino Migrant Politics and the Homeland Security State (Oxford, 2013), and describes himself as a U.S. Latina/o
studies and Latin American studies scholar. Drawn to the Chicano
movement as a young man, he pursued Chicano studies as an undergraduate. Because of his interest in migration, he sought to understand the reasons behind the violence and disdain toward migrants
that he had witnessed and experienced growing up, and he came to
embrace the study of Latino politics from a transnational perspective.
The 1994 Zapatista Uprising in Mexico drew Gonzales to the
topic of Mexican politics. Later, an invitation to El Salvador, where
he spent an alternative spring break, deepened his understanding of
regional politics and the complex forces that cause so many Mexicans and Central Americans to move northward. Gonzales says that
over time he developed a regional perspective, drawing “connections between the effects of neoliberalism on social justice and on
the migration of Mexicans and Central Americans.”
Gonzales conducted research for his PhD in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Mexico. He has served as an expert witness in asylum cases
in California and Texas, including during the current highly controversial detention of families fleeing violence in Central America.
At UT, Gonzales has taken his scholarly pursuits and his commitment to activism for the benefit of migrants and crafted them into a
fascinating course offered at the graduate and undergraduate levels. In Latino Migrations and Asylum, taught during spring 2015,
Gonzales’s students partnered with community organizations to do
research for asylum cases. Several of their clients won.
In addition to teaching the undergraduate-level Introduction to
Mexican American and Latino Studies course during the 2015–16
school year, Gonzales will also offer Gramscian Thought in the
Americas, in which students will read works by Italian Marxist theoretician Antonio Gramsci as well as texts exploring the applications
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claims precisely at a time when human rights conditions in those
countries have deteriorated.”
Gonzales hopes that his own humanitarian yet rigorous activist
scholarship is motivating to others: “I want Latin American studies students to find a way that their research can have a practical influence on
people’s lives, to learn the craft of being a socially engaged intellectual.”

and limitations of Gramscian theory to the Americas. He will again
offer his asylum course.
Asked about his current research, Gonzales responds, “More than
any one publication, I am working to execute my research agenda on
the politics of migration control and migrant activism in the Americas through the lens of global political economy and political theory.
This will come in the form of a series of articles that take up questions
that I raised in the conclusion of Reform Without Justice. I am also
working on a second book, Justice Denied: Mexicans, Salvadorans,
and the Geopolitics of U.S. Asylum Law, which will focus on U.S. immigration court practices and the fate of deportees and Latino migrant
families. In particular, I want to examine why U.S. immigration
courts reject the vast majority of Mexican and Salvadoran asylum
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What are the messages young Latina/o immigrants perceive about
themselves in U.S. society? How might these messages adversely
shape self-image and even family dynamics? These are some of the
questions that interest anthropologist Lauren Gulbas, an assistant
professor at the UT School of Social Work.
Gulbas says that Latina/o youth internalize some of the common
negative stereotypes about Latino immigrants, such as the assumption that they lack motivation and don’t know how to work hard. In
turn, immigrant parents’ fears about the safety of their children—
especially their daughters—feed other immigrant stereotypes, like
that of the authoritarian father figure. Gulbas believes that these
kinds of challenges, coupled with a lack of opportunities, play a
role in family dynamics and can adversely affect immigrant teens.
She wants to understand how this works.
The interaction of culture and mental health is at the core of
Gulbas’ work. Her PhD is in medical anthropology, and her fascinating doctoral work looks at how women manage stress via the body,
for example, through cutting, eating disorders, and cosmetic surgery.
These explorations culminated in her dissertation, “Cosmetic Surgery
and the Politics of Race, Class, and Gender in Caracas, Venezuela.”
In the case of Venezuela, Gulbas found body image to be intimately
linked to the psyche, so much so that one psychiatrist there coined
the term “scalpel psychiatry.”
The themes of stress and distress continue to be a common thread
in Gulbas’ work. She is co-author, with Luis H. Zayas, dean of the
School of Social Work, of an article titled “Examining the Interplay
of Family, Culture, and Latina Teen Suicidal Behavior” (Qualitative
Health Research 2015). According to Gulbas, Latina teens attempt
suicide at disproportionate rates. Evidence suggests that recent immigration status is a factor in risk for suicidal behavior.
Gulbas believes that increased research is necessary to design
effective interventions for this population. She has initiated a pilot project titled “Immigration-related Stress and Suicidal Behavior Among Latino Adolescents.” According to the School of Social
Work website, the project will launch a new research program to
“explore the effects of immigration-related change on gender and
family dynamics and how such change shapes decisions to attempt
suicide among adolescent boys and girls from Mexico.”
Her training in anthropology makes Gulbas an ideal fit at the
School of Social Work. The program welcomes interdisciplinarity, she
says, and espouses the “meet your client where they’re at” philosophy
that requires an understanding of the context of culture. During the
2015–16 academic year, she will teach Foundations of Social Justice
and Advanced Qualitative Analysis, both graduate-level courses, and
Human Behavior in Social Environments, an undergraduate course.
Gulbas will be an invaluable faculty resource for students pursuing the dual master’s degree in social work and Latin American
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studies, whose creation was just announced in spring 2015 by the
School of Social Work and the Teresa Lozano Long Institute of Latin
American Studies (LLILAS). Research on the intersection of culture,
family, and distress, and how these play out in the lives of young
immigrants, represents just one possible avenue of study in this
promising new program.
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Benjamín Ibarra Sevilla
Benjamín Ibarra Sevilla has spent a lot of time in late-Gothic
churches. He is not a casual visitor to these vast structures, who
might stroll in and crane his neck to take in the splendor of the
ribbed vaults high above, or fleetingly ponder the enormous effort
that must have gone into their construction: removing stone from
a quarry, transporting it, shaping it, and assembling the impossibly
heavy pieces of chiseled stone in just the right way so that a structure could withstand the test of centuries.
Instead, Ibarra has devoted his career to examining such churches and other historical buildings in the minutest detail, and in some
cases this work has led to restoration projects that replicate the
centuries-old construction techniques of their creators.
An architect trained in building restoration, Ibarra is assistant
professor at the UT School of Architecture. He is also author of the
bilingual volume El Arte de la Cantería Mixteca / The Art of Mixtec
Stonecutting and creator of a traveling exhibition of the same name,
which won the University Co-op’s 2014–15 Creative Research Award.

The book and the exhibition focus on three sixteenth-century churches
in the Mixteca region of southern Mexico whose construction involved
the building of complex late-Gothic ribbed vaults.
At UT’s School of Architecture (SOA), Ibarra has a full teaching
load of 15 hours. His courses include Design Studio, an advanced
course for graduate students and advanced undergrads that emphasizes historic preservation; Building Technology, a graduate-level
course often taken by interior design and historical preservation
students as well as some engineering students; Graphic Documentation, in which historical preservation students learn to document
existing historic buildings via measurements and actual practice;
and From Traits to Form Performance, a seminar offered at both
graduate and undergrad levels that focuses on the study of vaulting systems (domes, arches) and the geometric foundation of how
these structures work.
Should we assume that Ibarra has no spare time for additional
pursuits, we would be wrong. In an upcoming project through the
School of Architecture, he will be part of a design studio examining
conservation alternatives at Badlands National Park, South Dakota,
looking at the park through the lens of cultural landscapes, a term
defined by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee as “combined
works of nature and humankind” that “express a long and intimate
relationship between peoples and their natural environment.” Says
Ibarra, “These are landscapes that have meaning and significance
in a culture, and the question is how to insert architecture into the
landscape in a way that honors what is already there.”
Ibarra explains that the architecture at Badlands was part of Mission 66, a 1950–60s era program of the U.S. National Park Service
that introduced architecture into national parks with the purpose
of dramatically expanding visitor services. In Badlands, the project
successfully introduced mid-century architecture into the park. The
National Park Service approached UT’s Historical Preservation Program about participating in a project that will update the park’s facilities. Fourteen students, along with Ibarra and other SOA faculty,
will visit Badlands in September as part of a multidisciplinary team.
The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center will participate as well,
advising on landscaping and native species. The team, says Ibarra,
“will brainstorm the future of the park.”
Ibarra documents his work, as well as the world around him, in
striking photographs. The exhibition Restoring Cultural Monuments:
Oaxaca, Mexico assembles photos taken by Ibarra and others of a
project that restored sixteenth- and seventeenth-century buildings
in Oaxaca using the same building technology that was used when
they were built. Thus, the stone was quarried and carved by hand,
and there was minimal use of modern technology such as cranes.
“The aim is to preserve the buildings’ structural integrity,” Ibarra
explains; the use of these original building methods is the best way
to do this.
More than 900 images from this restoration project will be made
available online through the Artstor Digital Library, which is partnering with the UT School of Architecture to archive the collection.
They will also be archived by the SOA’s online Visual Resources Collection. As for Ibarra’s other photographic work, we are delighted
to publish his striking nocturnal photo of Mexico City on the cover
of this tenth anniversary issue. ✹
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LLILAS Benson News
VISITING ACADEMICS
The LLILAS Visiting Academics programs bring new perspectives and regional insights to the
study of Latin America. Distinguished Latin American scholars are brought to The University
of Texas at Austin to teach courses or a set of classes, sharing their expertise and facilitating
the exchange of ideas.
During the 2014–2015 academic year, LLILAS Benson welcomed two visiting scholars.
Claudia Cardoso-Martins is professor of psychology at the Federal University of Minas
Gerais in Brazil, and taught a course in the Department of Psychology through the UT International Office. Margarita Huayhua of Peru came to campus through the post-doctoral
Mellon Sawyer Research Fellowship, co-sponsored by the Teresa Lozano Long Institute of
Latin American Studies (LLILAS) and the Native American and Indigenous Studies Program
(NAIS). A native Quechua speaker, Huayhua participated in Mellon Sawyer symposia and
presented the public lecture “Home Birth, Home Invasions: Encroaching on the Household’s
Sovereignty in the Andes.”

BENSON LATIN
AMERICAN COLLECTION
In December 2014, Dr. Julianne Gilland
was named Associate Director for Scholarly
Resources at LLILAS Benson Latin American
Studies and Collections. As associate director,
Gilland will fill the chief leadership role at the
Nettie Lee Benson Latin American Collection.
Dr. Gilland joined LLILAS Benson as Special
Collections Curator in January 2013 after
serving as Deputy Director of the Robbins
Collection, a rare books and manuscripts collection at UC Berkeley. Her work as curator
has been fundamental to the Benson’s collaboration with LLILAS in various ways. In
researching and mounting exhibitions that
showcase the Benson’s holdings, she has
brought both well-known and lesser-known
library treasures into public view. Collaborations with Latin Americanist faculty have led
to exhibitions whose content complements
scholarly programming, such as the annual
Lozano Long Conference. Gilland’s programming work with campus and local cultural
institutions and community organizations,
including the Austin Public Library and Austin
Independent School District, has raised public
awareness not only of the Benson, but of Latin
American arts, culture, and politics throughout Austin and beyond the Forty Acres.
Gilland received her BA from the University of Notre Dame and her PhD in history
from the University of California, Berkeley,
where she specialized in early modern Spain
and Spanish America.
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UPCOMING LLILAS
BENSON EVENTS
FALL 2015
September
Exhibition of Brazilian Cordel
Literature, Benson Latin American
Collection
Student Photography Exhibition,
Benson Latin American Collection
Foro Urgente on Venezuela
Coral Reefs at Risk in the
Circum–Caribbean Region

NEW AFFILIATED FACULTY
Six faculty members have announced their
affiliation with the Teresa Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies. We are proud
to serve as the main intellectual space for
interdisciplinary collaboration among UT
Latin Americanists on campus. LLILAS has
160 affiliated faculty across UT departments
and colleges, including deans and chairs. Our
affiliated faculty help us enrich our research
and programmatic initiatives and expand
the diverse catalogue of undergraduate and
graduate classes on Latin American issues.
The newest affiliated faculty are: Rajeev
Patel, research professor, LBJ School of Public
Affairs; Erin Rodriguez, assistant professor, Department of Educational Psychology;
Roxanne Schroeder-Arce, assistant professor, Department of Theatre and Dance;
Juan J. Colomina-Alimaña, assistant professor of sociolinguistics through the Center
for Mexican American Studies; Tim Beach,
professor, Department of Geography and the
Environment; and Michael Rivera, assistant
professor, Departments of Government and
Mexican American and Latina/o Studies. ✹

October
Lozano Long Workshop: Race in
Brazil
Gabriel García Márquez: His Life
and Legacy, 12th biennial Flair
Symposium with the Harry Ransom
Center
November
Colloquium: Brazil 1995–2015:
Twenty Years of Change

SPRING 2016
February
ILASSA36 Student Conference on
Latin America
2016 Lozano Long Conference:
Migrant Detention, Forced
Migration, and Neoliberalism in
the Americas
April
Fourteenth Annual ¡A Viva Voz!
Celebration of Latina/o Arts and
Culture
www.utexas.edu/cola/insts/llilas/
www.lib.utexas.edu/benson

